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AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

AT ATHENS. 

DISCOVERIES IN THE ATTIC DEME OF IKARIA. 

1888. 



In order to secure for the most important results of excavations a speedier 
publication than can be made in the volumes of the Papers of the School, 
it has been decided to accept for that purpose the offer of the use of its 
pages made by this Journal, which has been constituted an official organ 
of the School. 

The excavations on the site of Ikaria, commenced last winter by the 
School, and the success of which was chronicled in the Journal (vol. iv, 
pp. 44-46), have been resumed under the direction of Mr. Carl D. Buck, 
who conducted the former investigations. A first instalment of the epi- 
graphic acquisitions made last winter is presented in the four inscriptions 
edited in the following paper. 

Augustus C. Meeeiam, 
Thomas W. Ludlow, 



' I Publication Committee of the School. 
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I. INSCRIPTIONS FROM IKARIA. 

No. 1. 

Public decree of the deme of Ikaria inscribed across the middle of 
a gable-top marble stele : total height, 0.765 met. ; width at bottom, 
0.32 ; width at top, 0.29 ; height of letters, 0.005. 

KAAAinnO§EinEMEYH<M§OAI IKAPIEYS 
IHEnAIME§AIM K-T\r J ATOr l AHMAPXONKA I 
§ T E<t> A C-nSAI KITTO^TEPAf/MKAl AM E I P 
El MTOMKHPYKAOT ISTE^AHOYSIfHKAP I 
E I § H I K-T\MAKAI OAHMOSOIKAPI E-^TOM A 
HMAPXOHOTI KAAJ^SKA I A I K A \f\S.jr\\b. I O 
H YS/\| THr'EOPTHHEnOIHSEHKA I TOM AT-T\ 
M AEP, AlfESAI AEKAITOYSXOPHrOSEni K 
PATHHKAinPAII AMKAISTE4>A pf\$ A I K I T 
TOS TE<t> AH-TM KAI AHE I n E I H KAOA n EPTO H 
AHM APXOM 

Ka\X.t7T7ro? eiTrev • iyfrr)<f>Ccrdat 'Iicapiev(r\w • iiraivecrai, Nlicwva rov 
SriiMap'Xpv Kal | crrefyavwcrai kitto <7re<pdv<p Kal avenr\elv rov Krjpvica 
on a-Te^avovaiv T«apt|et? NiVraya Kal o StJ/ao? 6 'Iicapieaiv rov B\rjftap- 
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Xpv OTt KdX5><; teal St«at<B? tg> Aio\pvo-a> ttjv eoprrjv iiroCt}<rev Kal rov 
cvy£>\va, eiraiveaai Be Kal tovs xopwy * , 'E/7riK\pdT7)v Kal Upa^iav Kal 
<TTe(pav(o<rai amtJto o-Te<f>dvq> Kal aveiirelv KaOdirep rov | Srjfuip'xpv. 

Translation. — "On motion of Kallippos, it was voted by the Ika- 
rians to praise Nikon the demarch and crown him with an ivy wreath, 
and that the herald proclaim that the Ikarians and the Deme of the 
Ikarians crown Nikon the demarch because he has conducted the fes- 
tival and contest in honor of Dionysos in a good and proper manner; 
to praise also the choregoi Epikrates and Praxias and crown them with 
wreaths of ivy, and that the herald make the proclamation as in the case 
of the demarch." 

Comment — Like all Attic deme-decrees, with two exceptions (CI. A ., 
II, 579, 580), this lacks the date by the archon's name, and there is no 
internal evidence whatever upon which to fix the date. The letters, 
which are very roughly cut, but with cttoixwSov arrangement, may be 
attributed to the fourth century ; and, if we take as a criterion the un- 
certainty in the use of o or ov to express the spurious diphthong, the 
date of the inscription is not far from 360 B. c. Cf. C. I. A., n, 54, 
where, out of twenty cases of spurious diphthong, eleven are expressed 
by simple o, against nine denoted by ov, as, for example, to? and tou?, 
•n-poeBpof and irpoehpow;. The content of the inscription is very sim- 
ple, being a decree in honor of the demarch of Ikaria and the choregoi 
for the proper fulfilment of their duties at the festival to Dionysos, 
which undoubtedly refers to the-Rural Dionysia celebrated in the month 
Poseideon. The chief importance of this inscription when found was, 
that it fixed, beyond all possible doubt, the site of the deme of Ikaria ; 
and, though proofs have multiplied since then, it remains the most 
perfect and complete of all, for this purpose. It is worth noting, that 
this is the first Attic deme-decree found in which the demarch is ex- 
pressly honored, though such can have been by no means unusual (cf. 
Dem. 1318. 64). Another of the Ikarian inscriptions, which will be 
found below, is also in honor of the demarch. 

A point of special interest and importance is the mention, in lines 4 
and 5, of the Ikarians and the Deme of the Ikarians as distinct bodies, 
though, in the first line, 'I/eapievcriv is used in the general sense of demes- 
men of Ikaria. It seems highly probable that the Ikarians were a gens 
or noble family, within the deme, which claimed descent from Ikarios, 
and consequently was treated with special honor and possessed peculiar 
privileges. A more detailed discussion of this point will be deferred 
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until the publication of two pre-Eukleidean inscriptions which contain 
many points bearing on the question. 

Boundary-Stones. — One of the most numerous classes of short in- 
scriptions found on Greek soil is that by which boundaries are denoted. 
Such inscriptions are occasionally cut in the solid rock, as opo<; Ato? on 
the Observatory Hill at Athens, but generally upon a movable stone 
which can be set up in the soil. These stones, sometimes of cylindri- 
cal form but more often roughly cut slabs or blocks, are set up on sa- 
cred precincts, as 6po<; TepAvo(y)s (C I. A., I, 508); on burial-lots, as 
opos <rriij,aTOs 'Ovijaifiov (C. I. 6., 535) ; on roads, as 6po<; 6Sov (C. 
I. A., I, 527) ; and on private property, as opo<; -^copiov Upwrdp^ov 
(C. LA., ii, 1068); eto. These boundary-stones were probably in 
many cases the only records of the ownership of real estate, and, if 
such property were transferred, the "bill of sale" would be a new 
boundary-stone replacing the old one and inscribed with the names 
of vendor and purchaser and the conditions of the sale. The great 
importance of the boundary-stones in any legal transaction is brought 
out by the Attic Orators, as in Demosth. vs. Phainippos, 1040. 5 : 
ical irpSiTov p,ev Treptaywyav ttjv eayaTiav, irXeov rj <TTaZi<ov oli<rav 
TerrapaKovra, tcv/cXcp eSet^a ical Siefiaprvpdfirjv evavriov Qawiirirov, 
on ovBel? opos eirearTiv eVt rfj iajfaria. el Se <f>w<nv, elireiv i/eeXevov 
avrov tfSr) ical Seitjai, ottws pit) vcrrepov ivravOa %/seo? yevop,evov dva- 
<f>apr)tTOiTO eiri tw ^mpicp. 

To proceed, then, to the inscriptions of this class found at Ikaria. 

No. 2. 

Slab of greyish stone : height, 0.52 met. ; width, 0.23 ; height of 
letters, 0.017. 

O POSX-TYP l-TLHEr 1 opos xvplav ev 

AH0PE IAIKAIKH *Ap$pelq> ical Kif,- 

[\r\p KAI 0*1 K lASriE TTfiw ical oUCai ire- 

n P AM E f S\p E n I A Y irpaplvrnv i-irl U- 

S E I A ( S i 5 T PAT-T\| <rei A[i/]«r|Y]<rr/M£Tj» . 

KE<t>AAHOEr< KefaXrjOev. 

Translation. — " Boundary of lands in Anthreion and gardens and 
house sold, upon condition of equity of redemption, to Lysistratos of 
Kephale." 

Comment. — The form of the letters indicates that the inscription 
should be referred to the fourth century b. c. 
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'AvOpeito : This is a name hitherto unknown, and it probably belongs 
to some locality included within the limits of the deme of Ikaria. It 
seems quite natural that the rural demes, like our own townships, would 
contain, besides the principal village or deme seat, a number of small 
hamlets, the names of which, while familiar to the members of the deme, 
would be little heard beyond the limits of its territory. Our excava- 
tions took place on the site which was undoubtedly the centre of popula- 
tion and the seat of the municipal government. This particular stone, 
however, was not found in situ, but had been brought from elsewhere. 

The position of the deme of Kephale, mentioned in the last line, has 
never been exactly determined, but it lay somewhere in the Mesogaia, pro- 
bably between Markopoulo and Keratea {Mittheilungm, 1887, p. 288). 

■n-e-rrpa/Mevcov iirl \vo-ei : This technical legal phrase means that the 
vendor retains the increase of the property, and has the right to repur- 
chase at the same price at which he sold it. On the other hand, he pays 
a rent {fiiadm/xa or /ucr&acrt?) equal in amount to the interest on the 
money which he received for the property. Thus the whole transac- 
tion is practically equivalent to a mortgage loan, with this difference, 
that in the latter case the party who receives the loan remains (so long 
as he pays the interest and no foreclosure takes place), both practically 
and legally, the proprietor, while under the Greek law eVl \vaei the 
proprietorship was legally vested in the party who gave the loan (as 
in early English law), although possession remained with the original 
owner. There was a legal transfer of property, and technically, in- 
stead of interest being paid on the loan, rent was paid on the land. 1 
To illustrate from our inscription : X. (name of vendor not given) 
desires to borrow money from Lysistratos, and, instead of giving 
him security in the shape of a mortgage on his lands and gardens and 
house and paying interest on the loan, he actually sells this property 
to Lysistratos, and then rents it of him at a rate equivalent to the 
interest on the amount which Lysistratos has paid him for it. If he 
should be sufficiently prosperous, he would be able by the terms of the 
sale to buy back the property at the same price which he received for it. 

Compared to the mortgage system, this process seems complicated, 
and the difficulties which might arise from it are shown in the oration 
of Demosthenes referred to in the last note. Pantainetos borrows 
money from Mnesikles to buy certain mining works, but by way of 
security Mnesikles is considered the legal purchaser, and holds the rec- 

1 DeM., Pantmn.: xm69^ffts : teal $y rovro t<£ per epyep t6kos, t£ 5k 6v6fiart /j.io-0a>trts. 
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ords of the sale (t«? mvai), whatever may have been their form. But 
Mnesikles afterwards demands his money, and, to pay him, Pantainetos 
is obliged to find new loaners, who purchase the property from Mnesi- 
kles and then rent it to Pantainetos at a rate equivalent to the 12 # 
interest on the amount they had paid for it : ical tovtois vrrodijKrjv 
BiBcoo-t, to epyacrrrfpiov, /cal rd dvBpdiroBa. ypafi/iarelov Be, ov% viro- 
Orj/cvs, aXXa 7rpdcrea><; ypdtyerai. The last sentence is rendered by 
Paley and Sandys: 2 "And thus the indenture is not a mortgage, but 
an actual conveyance." One of the several difficulties in the under- 
standing of this oration arises from the fact that, while Pantainetos is 
practically owner and manager of the mining property, the ownership 
has never been legally vested in him, but has been continually trans- 
ferred from one party to another. The process of genuine mortgaging, 
however, existed alongside the one just described, and we even have 
boundary-stones inscribed in this fashion, as opo<: %copiov Tt/tj)? eVo<£ei- 
Xo/Mevn? Qavoo-rpdra Uaiav(ieZ)XX (C I. A., II, 2, 1134). 

No. 3. 

Fragment of thin marble slab : height, 0.21 m. ; width, 0.22 ; height 
of letters varies from 0.02 to 0.035. 



wis 



« 



; O § X S\ P I O op]o$ x m P i0 

iO I K I AS «at] olida? 



MS ? AME H-^-H irerfpa/ievcov 

mm ' s e i :■ x f 6 vi x]^™ • xi* 

MI I A I Upa^^a 

Translation.—" Boundary of land and house sold upon condition of 
equity of redemption for 1500 drachmas." 

Comment. — The letters may well belong to the early part of the fourth 
century, and I feel confident that the O at the end of the first line 
stands alone for the spurious diphthong, though, owing to the fact that 
the stone is broken at this point, it is impossible to be certain that 
a Y was not inscribed. The content of this inscription is identical 
with that of No. 2, except that in this case the amount involved is ex- 
pressly stated. In the last line the marks before the iota may well be- 
long to I, and we may conjecture that the person to whom the prop- 
erty was sold was the Praxias mentioned in No. 1 as one of the choregoi. 
This, however, must not be considered as more than a mere possibility, 
as the traces before the iota might equally well belong to E. 

'Select Private Orations of Demosthenes, part I, p. 85. 
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No. 4. 

Block of roughly-cut greyish stone, broken on both sides and at the 
bottom : height, 0.175 m. ; width, 0.31 ; height of letters, 0.02. It has 
been published by Milchhofer, 3 who saw it in the wall of the Byzantine 
church the demolition of which was an important part of the work 
at Ikaria. By its removal from the wall a few additional letters have 
become visible, although, by reason of the roughness of the stone and 
carelessness of cutting, the reading of any part whatever is exceedingly 
difficult. 

HHO^X-i ^iH op\o<> x w P\} 0V 

HAIOI K I ASAP OTim ic]al ol/ela? airoT^fiv 

MTPO I KOS ?r\ pa] Trpoucos 

mm K E I K A E I 5 

ssz a i • ^mom 
mom 

Translation. — " Boundary of the land and house, security for the 
dowry," etc. 

Comment. — Divorce seems to have been, among the Greeks, an all- 
too-common occurrence ; and it was partially with the idea of giving 
greater stability to the union, by bringing financial interests to bear 
upon the question, that a dowry was bestowed upon the bride. The 
husband had the interest of this dowry to use as he pleased, but, if for 
any reason separation took place, he was obliged to restore the princi- 
pal ; and on this account it was customary, when the dowry was handed 
over to him, to require security for it on his own property. 4 To the 
numerous class of inscriptions recording such a mortgage belongs the 
one just given, which is of the fourth century B. C. 

That dirorC/jtv/jta is not necessarily restricted to the security given 
by the husband, but may also be used for the security given by the 
bride's father for dowry not yet paid over, has been shown by Dareste, 5 
whose interpretation of the inscription in relation to the dowry of 
Xenariste seems plainer than that of Kohler. Instead of the simple 
gen. irpoi/cos, we find ev Trpoixi,, 6 Trpotici, 7 et? ttjv irpoiKa. 8 

Cambridge, England, Carl D. Buck, 

Oct. 23, 1888. Member of the American School 

of Classical Studies at Athens. 
3 MittheUungen, Athen., xii, p. 311. 

* Cf. Hermann, Lehrbuch der griech. Antiq., vol. IV, p. 264 ff. 
6 Bulletin de Correspondance Helttnique, ii, p. 485 : cf. xii, p. 304. 
6 Ditt., SyU., 434. » Ephemeris, Nov., 1876. »Ditx., SyU., 437. 



